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In the absence of all statistical information and published reports, it 
would be impossible to prepare weekly sanitary reports of any value. 
Only general information is obtainable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Arthur S. Hardy. 

Hon. Secretary op the Treasury. 

turkey. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

[Report No. 209.] 

Constantinople, January 16, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward to the Department a French copy 
of what I have communicated to the International Sanitary Commission 
in consequence of the complaints expressed by the United States consu- 
lar agent at Bassorah against the sanitary service of said place. More 
than once I have written in my reports about said service which is far 
from being what it ought to be. Mr. Hamilton, the United States 
consular agent, is perfectly right to complain, and I have already 
transmitted to the sanitary board said complaints. The result of my 
communication has not been so prompt as it ought to be. I forward at 
the same time a copy of what has been communicated to the minister 
of foreign affairs who is at the same time president of the International 
Sanitary Commission on said question. 

COMMUNICATION OF THE UNITED STATES SANITARY REPRESENTATIVE. 

"I am charged by the legation of the United States of America to 
make the following communication in regard to the lazaretto of 
Bassorah : 

"For a long time past complaints and protests have been made against 
the quarantine service of Bassorah. These have been of no avail, and 
the lazaretto continues to be the subject of complaints from travelers 
and the consuls. To day I bring to your notice a resume of the report 
of the United States consul at Bassorah, stating that not only is the 
lazaretto in question one only in name, but travelers are subjected there 
to great discomfort and exposed to the danger of contracting every 
sort of disease. The consul begins his report by protesting in the 
most formal manner against two laws which are in force at Bassorah, 
one affecting natives of the country and one affecting persons of dis- 
tinction. According to the laws and regulations now in force, travelers 
arriving at Bassorah are subject to quarantine, while the greater num- 
ber of natives of the country are subject to none. They travel at night 
and thus elude the surveillance of the sanitary authorities. There is a 
constant traffic between Mahamara and Bassorah and the nocturnal 
traders pass the quarantine freely, thus rendering the existence of the 
lazaretto useless if not harmful. But this is not the only subject of 
complaint and protest on the part of the United States consul. The 
Island of Salahieh, on which it is desired to create a lazaretto, is an 
exceedingly unhealthy location. It is not only marshy, but, owing to 
the absence 6f public latrines, it is little else than a receptacle for 
filth, which encumbers even the entrance to the so-called lazaretto. No 
faith is to be placed in the reports of the physician in charge stating 
that the lazaretto is well conducted. The fact is patent that the laza- 
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retto is a veritable injury to travelers. A party of A merican ladies 
who had gone direct from London to Bombay and there transhipped 
without landing were recently detained at the lazaretto under conditions 
of the most unsanitary and revolting nature. During the time of their 
detention importation of corpses was carried on in defiance of the law, 
persons of distinction being allowed to transport the bodies- of their 



"I beg the honorable council to take measures to ameliorate this con- 
dition of things and in particular to hire a small vessel on which per- 
sons of distinction can be accommodated for the period of quarantine." 

It was at the sitting of December 20, 1898, that I made the above 
communication and it is only January 4, 1899, that the following tele- 
gram has been forwarded to the sanitary physician at Bassorah : 

BASSORAH, January 24, 1899. 
" Complaints have been made against the management and cleanliness 
of the lazaretto. Beserve part of the establishment for the accommoda- 
tion of travelers of distinction. If they so desire, authorize them to 
keep the quarantine on board the vessel, or, if they prefer, on a small 
vessel which you will hire for the purpose, and anchor near Salahieh. 
We recommend very strict vigilance. 

"Cozzonis." 

At that same sitting the conclusion of the discussion which followed 
my communication was the appointment of a commission for the pur- 
pose of communicating to the Turkish Government the condition of the 
lazaretto of Bassorah, and the necessity of adhering to the sanitary con- 
vention of Venice as well as to that of Paris. Besides said copy, I for- 
warded a copy of the proceedings of the International Sanitary Com- 
mission of January 26, from which it can be understood how difficult 
it is to obtain any improvement in the sanitary service, for every new 
step, every decision, depends upon the opinion of the different mem- 
bers of said commission — members who serve opposite interests. All 
the details of the discussion and all the opinions expressed are not 
reported in the proceedings, but I can not omit to remark that from the 
date of my communication on December 20, 1898, to that of the decision 
according to which special rooms must be built for distinguished passen- 
gers, January 26, 1899, more than one month has elapsed. 

Spiridion C. Zatitziano, 
77. S. Sanitary Commissioner. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Australia— New South Wales— Sydney.— Month of December, 1898. 
Estimated population, 417,250. Total number of deaths, 520, including 
enteric fever, 6 ; measles, 5 ; influenza, 1 ; whooping cough, 71, and 31 
from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Bahamas— Dunmore Town— Two weeks ended February 24, 1899. 
Estimated population, 1,472. Total number of deaths, 1. No conta- 
gious diseases. 

Governors Harbor.— -Four weeks ended February 25, 1899. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay— Abaco — Two weeks ended February 23, 1899. 
Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau.— "Week ended February 25, 1899. Estimated population, 
11,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases. 



